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and Intelligence Co-ordinator and it has been denied by the heads of
the intelligence agencies involved, and yet the BBC continue to stand
by that story.

Q991 Richard Ottaway: You believe that time will prove you right
on that one?

Mr Campbell: 1 know that we are right in relation to that 45-minute
point. It is completely and totally untrue, and I do not use this word ---

Q992 Richard Ottaway: I am talking about the substance.
Mr Campbell: 1t is actually a lie.

Q993 Richard Ottaway: You are being accused of being involved in
its insertion in the document. I am quizzing you on its veracity.

Mr Campbell: 1 am saying in relation to that if it is good enough for
the Joint Intelligence Committee, it is good enough for me. I am not
qualified to question their judgement upon it but I have seen and been
privy to the kind of processes and the meticulousness with which they
approach that. When you have a situation when all of those people,
from the Prime Minister down, the Foreign Secretary, the FCO
Permanent Secretary, the heads of all the agencies deny a story and
the BBC persist in saying it is true, persist in defending the
correspondent whom you took evidence from last week, when I know
and they know that it is not true, I think something has gone very
wrong with the way that these issues are covered.

Q994 Richard Ottaway: One of you is wrong.

Mr Campbell: 1 know who is right and who is wrong. The BBC are
wrong. We have apologised in relation to Dr al-Marashi and I think it is
about time the BBC apologised to us in relation to the 45-minute point.

Q995 Richard Ottaway: I will leave that to the BBC, if you do not
mind. Can I move on, in the preparation of the September 2002
document did the Government ever receive any information from the
intelligence services that Irag was not an immediate threat?

Mr Campbell: Sorry, can you just repeat that point?
Q996 Richard Ottaway: Did the Government ever receive any
information from intelligence services that Iraq was not an immediate

threat?

Mr Campbell: Not to my knowledge. I really do think that is a
question for the intelligence agencies.

Q997 Richard Ottaway: You were looking at the intelligence there.
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