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Mr Campbell: 1 certainly accept it was a mistake. You and he both
support Blackburn and maybe you drink Horlicks down there but I
think down the road in the rather less effete Burnley they will probably
say it is a storm in a teacup - or drink Bovrill

Q1017 Mr Chidgey: Mr Campbell, I would like to come back to an
area that Mr Mackinlay was discussing with you earlier in this session
in relation to the September dossier. You, I think, confirmed for the
record then that you discussed with the Chairman of the JIC the
presidential issues - I should not say that - the presentational issues
regarding the dossier?

Mr Campbell: 1t is not even a word, "presidential” issues.

Q1018 Mr Chidgey: I bet there were. Anyway, let's come back to the
issues. It is rather complicated but I think the Committee really does
want to get to the bottom of this. Can you try to visualise for us how
different the September dossier would have been if it had not been for
your discussions on presentational issues?

Mr Campbell: The short answer is not very much. It was agreed fairly
early on in the process that the Prime Minister would write a foreword.
Other than literally drafting points I do not recall any substantial
changes being made to the executive summary. As the draft evolved
there were discussions about structure and the ordering material and
the use of graphics and the use of pictures and such like and some of
the titles of the different chapters, but the honest answer is not very
much. This is the work of the Joint Intelligence Committee.

Q1019 Mr Chidgey: You appreciate how important this issue is. The
accusation has been made that this document was adjusted, altered,
sexed up - whatever - for a particular political purpose so one has to
be somewhat pedantic and get exactly to the bottom of how the
process worked. You said, and it is on the record elsewhere, that this
process took many months to evolve. I think it would be very helpful
if, perhaps not today but shortly afterwards, you could let the
Committee have information on the suggestions that were made by
you and your team as this document evolved. For exampie, it must be
the case surely that in this process, as the drafts were continuing or
continuously upgraded or amended, copies of earlier drafts would have
been kept electronically within your Department, within your team. It
would be very helpful if it was possible for us to have copies of those
earlier drafts so that we could satisfy ourselves that there were no
attempts to change the essence of the document in order to pursue a
particular political point. Is that possible?

Mr Campbell: Can I say again on that the JIC would have to be
content that they were willing to do that but that is certainly something

I can take back and ask them if they are.
AAC|z|oz3T

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200203/cmselect/cmfaff/uc813-ix/uc81302.... 04/08/03




