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Lines re independent Lord Hutton inquiry and Dr David Kelly

No one pretends that this hasn’t been a difficult period for everyone involved
_ the Goverment, Parliament and I accept, the BBC. Equally I know that no
one wanted this controversy to end the way it has. But we should all
recognise and keep at the forefront of our minds that today a family is
mourning the loss of a husband, a father and a friend.

That should be what guides everything we say and do.

So we should Jet Lord Hutton establish the facts and do nothing or say
anything that pre-empts his investigation. That means no one in Government,
in Parliament or in the media should rush to judgement. Let the independent
judge do his job and the rest of us be silent. Because most of all the people
we should consider are the family of David Kelly.

They should be allowed to grieve without having a whole cacophony of
controversy in the background. That is why I agree with Robert Jackson, the
local MP, who does not belong to my party, when he says that a recall of
Parliament would generate more heat than light.

As the PM has said there should be time of respect and restraint as we let the
family mourn, establish the facts and wait for the judge’s verdict on what
lessons we all - Government, Parliament, the media have to learn. A bit of
humility and dignity is what the country is looking for at this stage and I think
we owe that to David Kelly’s family most of all.
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