


House of Commons - Foreign Affairs - Written Evidence Page 5 of 6

Government-sourced material . Thereafter editing changes were made
in the normal way which explains why there are some differences
between the article and the final text in the briefing paper. The
changes were made because the officials making them believed they
rendered the account more accurate . They were not aware they were
commenting upon work which included parts of Dr AI-Marashi's article .
The removal of the attribution was the mistake which we have
acknowledged and I am happy to take responsibility for the briefing
paper.

16 . We are satisfied that our new procedures will minimise the risks
of such mistakes being made in the future.

17 . There is one other point I would like to draw to the FAC's
attention .

18 . It relates to the claim, first reported in the media on 7 February,
and then repeated many times since, including in evidence to the
committee, that the briefing paper was written by my staff in Number
10, including my personal assistant . This is untrue . The story naming
the four people first appeared in the Guardian on 7 February. It said
that the briefing paper was posted on the No .10 website at the end of
January and alleged that these four junior civil servants had worked on
the paper. First, I should point out that it was not posted until Monday
3 February . The four people named were a member of the support
team in my Department, my PA, a member of our web-team, and a
member of the CIC . The support team member's only role was to save
the document onto the disk that we took on the flight to the US . My
PA's only involvement was that she typed in changes that I made on
the plane . The web-team member posted the paper on the No 10
website, and nothing else . The fourth person was a member of the
CIC, and I have already explained their role in this . The reality is that
the paper was commissioned by my group, prepared in the CIC, and
signed off for use as a briefing paper for the Sunday papers on 31
January by me after I edited out repetitions and changed the title . I
made the Prime Minister aware of the nature of the document and its
intended purpose prior to the press office giving the paper to Sunday
newspaper journalists the following day .

19 . There was certainly no intention to do anything other than set
out the facts about this aspect of the Iraqi regime .

20 . To conclude, our communications strategy on Iraq has been
based on the desire to explain as effectively as possible the
Government's policy . Given the importance of the issue we have also
sought to share with the public the best information and assessment
available to us . I believe, in often difficult and controversial
circumstances, that we upheld very high standards that reflected well
upon the Prime Minister, the Government, the Intelligence Agencies
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and those of us supporting the communications effort . The September
WMD dossier was vitally important to our communications and I
believe its integrity is beyond question . It did not "make the case for
war" . It set out the Government's best assessment at the time for
Parliament and the public . The February briefing paper was far less
important. Amid the many months of constant communications,
including Parliamentary statements, debates and questions, visits at
home and abroad, meetings, briefings, speeches, articles, interviews
and regular updates for the media around the world and around the
clock, I hope that the mistake made will be viewed in that context. It
should not define the totality of our communications, nor legitimise the
repetition of false allegations made on the BBC, nor obscure the fact
that the Prime Minister led the country into conflict not because of a
dossier or briefing paper but because of an Iraqi regime that refused
to respect the will of the UN and disarm itself peacefully of its WMD .

21 . I hope this is helpful and look forward to being questioned upon
it .

Alastair Campbell

24 June 2003

r7 Parliamentary copyright 2003 Prepared 7 July 2003
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