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Tyrone Chadwick, was imprisoned in South Africa after admitting to a
London-based journalist his and other former SAS mercenaries’
leading role in several murders during the apartheid era, according to
a commentary on the Strategy Page in June 2003.

The SIS has developed a reputation for going outside the agency and
its military executive arm to hit some targets. Friendly foreign
intelligence agencies have been used on a number of occasions and
MI6 has shown a willingness to "sub-contract it to Mossad", according
to a former British agent quoted by Peter Hillmore and Ed Vulliamy in
"Spies: the Beautiful and the damned" (The Observer, October 12,
1997), adding that the assassination in Belgium of the British inventor
of the Iragi "Supergun”, Gerald Bull, is widely believed to have been
just such an act. And speculation still surrounds the "suicide" of
Jonathan Moyle, the 28-year-old editor of the British trade journal
Defence Helicopter World in March 1990—he was found hanging in a
closet in a hotel room in Santiago, Chile. Intelligence sources have
long suggested that there was a, so far unproven, SIS involvement in
Moyle's death as his "Iraggate" investigations were believed to be
uncovering highly embarrassing facts for the senior management at
Century House, then the headquarters for M16 and the Conservative
government of Margaret Thatcher.

British spooks regain a license to kill

Last year Israel's Prime Minister Ariel Sharon appointed General Meir
Dagan, his friend and close colleague, to head Mossad. Security
sources confirm that Dagan, a noted hawk, had served in the 1970s as
head of the "Rimon" undercover anti-terrorist unit which is widely
suspected of killing militants wanted by Israel. Following his retirement
from the army in 1995, Dagan became Mossad's deputy chief. His
appointment and past track record suggest that while the Sharon
government may be publicly willing to sign up to President George W
Bush's road map for Middle East peace, it will be allied to a deadly new
secret campaign to destroy the terrorist infrastructure and eliminate
its leadership. Leading Israeli politician Moshe Arens says, "Dagan is
one of the old Sharon's assets. They got to know each other 33 years
ago when Sharon, then head of Southern Command, cleared Gaza of
“terrorists’. Dagan led a commando unit called "~ Rimon' which was
known, how shall I put it, for its unconventional methods." Dagan is
known to be keen to promote the Israeli way of dealing with terrorism,
and quickly paid an official visit to the CIA director George Tenet in
September last year before his promotion had even been confirmed,
According to usually reliable intelligence sources, it can be taken as
highly significant that the CIA formally established an assassination
team in November, less than two months later. This may be seen as
not only a positive US response to the sharing of Israeli experience
and expertise, but ailso as a direct result of the recent lifting of the US
presidential ban on "executive action" following the al-Qaeda attacks
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of September 11, 2001.

Dagan and Mossad's growing influence on the Western intelligence
community was further strengthened by meetings held in Britain in
January of this year with Eliza Manningham Buller, the director general
of MI5 and more importantly with Richard Dearlove, chief of the Secret
Intelligence Service. It now seems likely that in the wake of these
discussions Britain's MI6 was further encouraged to rebuild its muscie
power through the expansion of its Special Operations Directorate to
include a genuine anti-terrorist "Hunter-Killer" capability.

Though "C", the head of the MI5 has been traditionally able to call on
the services of the SAS and the "Increment", a small special forces
unit dedicated to secret intelligence, an ever increasing number of
covert and potentially politically explosive operations required the use
of contracted “retired" officers operating within commercial
paramilitary companies; organized crime assets or even "friendly”
foreign intelligence agencies such as Mossad. The SIS has now
apparently decided, presumably with full approval of the Joint
Intelligence Committee and the Cabinet Office, that it must have its
own operatives to do much of the "dirty work" in future. In common
with their colleagues at the CIA, the senior management at Vauxhall
Cross are now busily returning the service to the bad old days of
"political action™ and assassination as the official, though of course
deniable, policy for dealing with external threats.

Contacts within the Intelligence communities both in the UK and the
US strongly advised AFI Research not to run this piece on
assassination. However, we consider that such a response merely gave
added credence to the suggestion that in the future the British
authorities may indeed be prepared to use more "positive" methods,
under certain circumstances, in dealing with both external and very
probably, internal "enemies of the state”. It now seem almost certain,
therefore, that a limited number of selected and highly trained M16
officers have once again been given a "license to kill", and perhaps
very largely because of the experience and influence of the Israeli
secret service,

(AFI Research, a leading source of specialist intelligence, defence,
terrorism, conflict and political analysis)

Richard M Bennett
Asia Times

13 June 2003
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