


House of Commons - Foreign Affairs - Wntten Evidence Page 4 of 5

an indication of how much caution was exercised in this case, the
dossier stated clearly, in relation to the aluminium tubes, that there
was no definitive intelligence that these were destined for a nuclear
programme.

16 . It has been claimed that the Government was close to closing
the nuclear dossier in the late 1990s . No such decision was taken . The
IAEA report of 27 January 2003 identified key outstanding questions
concerning progress by the Iraqis in weapons design and centrifuge
development prompted by a lack of relevant documentation ; the
extent of external assistance from which Iraq benefited ; and the lack
of evidence that Iraq had abandoned definitively its nuclear
programme. While the IAEA Director General indicated to the Security
Council that with full Iraqi cooperation these issues could be resolved
quite quickly, that co-operation was patently not forthcoming . Even in
April 2003 the IAEA said that, although they had found no evidence to
suggest that Iraq had re-started a weapons programme, these
outstanding questions remained .

17 . It has also been claimed that the Government was close to
closing the missile dossier in the late 1990s . Again, no such decision
was taken . As noted in the September 2002 dossier, in mid-2001 the
JIC noted a "step-change" in progress on the Iraqi missile programme
over the previous two years . The dossier also stated that in early 2002
the JIC concluded that Iraq had begun to develop missiles with a range
of over 1,000 kms.

18 . Ministers were briefed on Iraq's WMD programmes by
intelligence staff. The briefings that were given to Ministers were
consistent with classified JIC assessments and with the September
dossier.

19 . Questions have been asked about whether the dossier simply
extrapolated from what the inspectors knew in 1998, or whether we
retested our analysis and drew on new intelligence. Chapters 2 and 3
of Part 1 of the dossier make clear that the Government drew heavily
on recent intelligence about Iraqi efforts to develop their programmes
and capabilities since 1998 . Specific reference is made in those
chapters to recent intelligence on attempts to reverse-engineer the
SCUD engine prior to the Gulf War ; to intelligence which
complemented and added to what was previously known on the
important role which chemical and biological weapons played in Iraqi
military thinking, on Iraqi attempts to retain its banned weapons
systems and on Saddam's willingness to use chemical and biological
weapons. Recent intelligence was also drawn on in relation to mobile
facilities .

20 . Questions have been asked about the distribution of JIC
assessments . Distribution depends on the subject of the JIC
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assessment . Cabinet Ministers are sent papers of relevance to them
but can always request others if they wish . The Prime Minister and
other Ministers who are members of the Committee on Security and
Intelligence see all JIC papers. Special Advisers who are appropriately
cleared, and have a requirement to see them, are sent JIC
assessments .

The search for WMD

21 . UNMOVIC and the IAEA gave regular reports to the Security
Council before the conflict . Questions have been raised about whether
intelligence was passed to UNMOVIC and IAEA by British Agencies.
Both organisations were regularly briefed by the UK. SIS were co-
operating fully with the inspectors and British assistance to Dr Blix
played a key part in the few successes UNMOVIC had .

22 . The first priority after the conflict was to ensure security and to
make a start on rehabilitation . Teams were however also deployed to
search for WMD . As of 21 June, 159 sites out of a total of on a US
"Master List" of 578 had been examined . A number of these sites have
thrown up several more previously unknown ones . 83 of these have
been visited . Most if not all of the sites on the "Master List" were also
known to the UN, as the Iraqis were aware . They are thus not
necessarily the places which are the most likely to yield information .

23 . The Iraq Survey Group is now deploying to Iraq . Amongst other
tasks such as the search for the former regime's leadership, it will be
responsible for the search for Iraq's WMD programmes . Approximately
1,300 people will deploy, of whom around 100 will be British including
the Deputy Commander, Brigadier Deverall .
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