IRAQ DOSSIER ROW

Alleged source of contested report named

By James Blitz,
Christopher Adams, Tim Burt
and Mark Huband

Devad Kellv, a sen or duv-ar
to the probiferatior ond arme
control secratariat at the
Mimistry of Defeuce, was the
person who told the govern-
mnent he met RBO repaster
Andrew Gitigan ahead of
s contioversial report on
the dnssel on weapors of
ma-s destraction

As Downng Stiest put

3

1£00 1| Mo

pressure on the BRC to
reveal the spurce for the
story broadcast on May 29,1t
eoyerged last rught that Mr
Kelly mef the reporter at a
London notel a weed earlior

The BUBG refused to «ay
last mght whether br Kelly
wias the single source for the
story, which stated that
gtelligence mnformation was
mcluded 1 the Septesnher
dessier on weapons of mass
destiuction "at the behost of
Downing btieet” and apainst

g

the wishes of ihe
gence communily
Mr Gilhgan quoted the
oilitial as saying that the
“rlassie excanpie of this* was
the suggoes.on that Irag
conld fire chemical and bue
logieal weapens within 43
minutes of giv.ng an order
Whitehall officials yeste:
any eoid that someone of Mr
Eelly's rank wouald have
aceess to secret 1nlellgence,
but would probably only
have seen *samtised” ser-.

intelil-

51006 of reports that omitted
thr wdentity of sources :
Rowning Street vesterday
gtformed Gavyn Davies, the -
chanman of the BBC board
of governas, that Mr Kehy
had teld sentor officials that

he had met Mr Gilligan

Mr Kelly was last mght
unavaiiable for cominent

Vowmng Sticet 1s hkely to
argue that the BREC must
now be able to say whether
Mr Keliy 1w the sploce  Mr
Gilligan told tne Cammons

foreign affairs committee
that he had "a specuific
source for this speciiic story,
which 15 a single source” He
has formeéd BRC chiefs of
the source’s rdentity
Dowmng Street will algo
argue that, 1f Mr Kelly 1« the
source he does not have the
status accorued nm by the
Today progiamme or BBC
chiefs gs he 15 an cxpert on
WHMD but not a member of
the mtellizenee commumty
In an mterview on the

Today programme on June
268, Richard Sambrook, head
of BBC news and current
atlairs, sad  “We've always
sdid that we had one senlor
arid credible source in the
intellgence services

The BBC EOVeInors
aplied last Monday that the
single seurce was a hgure m
mtelrgence They noted sin-
gle spurces could be used tor
stonies "o excaptional or-
ciimstances Stories based
vn semsor antellwgence

SOUTEOS afe a vdse .n point '

In his May 29 report, Mi
Gilhigan desenbed his source
as “onc of the semor otticzel-
10 charge of drawmg up tne
dossier” Tt s understood
that dr Keliy's ro’e was -
mrovide a4 historical gsectns,
ol the Septembor doss.or

Mr Keliy, a [ormer woap
Ons INSDECLOY, 1S SeLuBde
from the Binlogeal Dofence
Establishment ot Poitun
Down to the Mo The Fo-
eipn Oflvce pays hils salay
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