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, I Concession on inquiry undercut by decision of foreign affairs committee to examine the issue

' By Christopher Adams,
Political Correspondent

Pony Blur ts faetng two
pal ljcmpnfary inquiries intoI
allc,ahons that he rxqgyer " ,ted

-ence Clatms a;uout Ilea'strleln6I
" v,eaPnns of rnass dest-i.cimn

ir, an attcmpt 'a w1a tonic
bteazlu.tg ~pce tn a Fitter ion,

.~~ the ptuue minister «111 toda~
1 1'pto,nr.r full co nperatbon tth en

I mseettgattan o> a goternme,it
'i e�Po'nted rummiltce in NUN, tn

~I be eatrtcd out III p111,110, ll`t() the
~ tntelngence used to make the
~.case t-tr war
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However Down¢mg Street
hopes that this concession would
detuso the tow that has enl,ulfed
\i'esnu :nster and dt~tded too
Life, it party were intmedtately
dealt a blow when the Commons
foreign affairs committee
annot.nced a separate Inquiry
that w41 hear ee,d-ncp in public

1\1r Rlatr is co,riccted today to
face a sastatned onslaught from
all ad("s of the House when he
makes his first Commons appeat-
ance s.nce Downing Street was
accusad at cxagcorattng tntellt-
gence claims
He utll use prime murustco"

questions to announcc that he
has agreed to the inquiry liy the
mtelltgence and secuttty commit-
tee (15C) of senior parhamentar-
tans The cross partv committee,

often censotcdwhose reports are
oversees M16, \11J and GCBQ It

has access to sensvtv~e material
and senior mtclltgence of+lc .als,
and can call ministers to I( count
John Retd, leader of the liouse,

told the Times he believed "rogue
elements' t . .̂ the intelligence ser-
vrree «ere responsible for tne
"uncorrobmated bnefmgs" tlta'
have fuelled modm accusations
Mr Hlatr s cc, operation witri

the ISC is unltkely to go tar
enough to appease Labour rebels
and the L,betal D-mocrats, who
are demanding a fully tndepen-
dent inquiry into the claim that

D that oouldIran POSSCSSCd WM
he deployed within 4s minutes

'the I3C, oharred by Labour's
Ann "fav9ot, will examine alloga
huts that officials at Number 10
"sexed up" intelltgcnoe informa-
tion to strengthen the case for
m,htary action It could also look
at the wider question of how the
tntelltgerce Lornforpd with in(,
tcaltty on the ground in Iraq

Nearly to,u montFts after Sad

robes
dam Hussain was toppled the
failure to find the weapore, has
led to pressure on the gavern-
ment to disclose fully the mtellt-
gence used to support its decision
to overthrow the lriqi regime
Downing Stteet yesterday

repeated its denials that it med-
dled with intelligence and
mststea there was no need fur in
independent mquury
The hill Deere, ha%e canvassed

Labour n7Ps to gain cross-party
ba(xmg for then- roeolutton m a
Commons didiate to be initiated
by the party today and intended
to interrogate the i,ic,p,moont
aser W\4D tntelhrence
More than 50 Labour htl', have

signed a motion demanding pub

Illation of the evidence oil haqi
weapons
lam lluncan Smith, who sup

ported the hail confltr"t stopp(`i
short of calling for an mdepe"
dent mumry Hut, tn a lettet tu
the pruae nnmstur last might 1
urged Mt tdlatr to answer coml °
licit veh the allegation,
The nttme mimstow stano, tv .

lose the ttust (if 23 per o"ttt (1t
pcoplo if no N'INlU atr found
a((arduig to a Sky Newe'Yauh(,
poll tudal . w'ttiL 60 per (OW
sa~tnt? the controvrrsy w, !,
tnfluenr,~ their vut( it tho la
gen'~I,il election
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