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Mair faces tw

Concession on nquiry undercut by decision of foreign affairs committee to examine the issue

By Christopher Adams,
Political Correspondent
fony  Blar 15 facing  two
parliamentary 1nguiries 1nto

allegations that be exagoeraled
wtelnpence clams apoul hag's
weapons of mass destruction

Ir an attempt to wia some
breaslnog sp.te 10 4 biiter row,
the prune minister will today
momise full Lo operation with an
myestlgation oy @ government
appornted commitiee of MPs, {o
be catned out 1n plivate, ito the
mrelngence wsed to make the
case or war

However Dowhing Street
hapes that this concession would
detuse the 10w that has engulfed
Westnuinster and divided tne
Labuai party were inunediately
dealt a blow when the Commons
foreign  affairs  commitiec
announced a separate 1nGuUIry
that will hear evidence in public

Mr Biair 1 expected today to
face a sustained onslaught from
all =suies of the House when he
makes tus f1irst Commons appeal-
ance s.qnece Downmg Strest was
acchsed of cxaegeerating ntelln-
peace claims

He will use prime mymister’s

guestions 1o announce that he
has agreed to the wngquury by the
intelhigence dand secullty commaite
tee (1SC} of senior parhamentar-
1ans The ¢ress party commitfec,
whose reports are often censored,
gversees MIE, MIs and GCHQ It
has access to sensunve malenal
and somwor ntellipgence officaals,
4and ¢ah call mimsters to atcount
John Read, leader of the House,
{old the Tunes he believed “rogue
elerrents’ 1 the mtelligence ser-
Tices were respensibie for tne
“uncorroborated briefings” that
have fuelled media dccusations
Mr Blair v cooperation wiin

the IS 15 unhkels to go far
enough (o appease Tabour rebuls
and the Luberal Democrats, who
are demanding a fully mdepen-
dent mmguwiry inte the claim that
Trag possessed WMD that could
he deployed within 45 minutes
The ISC, chamrred by Labour's
Ann Tavier, will examne allega
tiuns that officrals al Number 10
“sexed up” intelhigence forma-
tion to strengthen the case for
m.itary act:on It could also look
at the wider question of how the
mtelligence compered with the
reality on the ground in lrag
Nearly twou months after Sad-

probes

dam Hussein was tuppled the
farlure to find the weapons has
led {o pressure on the govern-
moent to disclese fully the intelll-
gence used to support its decision
to overthrow the iraq regime

Nowning  Street  yesterday
repeated its demals that it med-
dled with ntethigence and
wnsistea there was ne need for an
mdependent aquiry

The Lib Dems have canvassed
T.abour MPs to gain cross-party
bacxing for thoiwr reseolution m a
Commons debate to be 1mtated
by the party today and mtended
to terrocgate the goverpment
over WMD mitellirence

More than 50 Labour MEPs have
signed 4 metion demanding pub

heation of the evidence on liage
WEJPOLLS

Lain Duncan Snuth, who sup
ported the Trag confliet, stopped
short of calling for an idepen
dent inamry But, in e fetler o
the pritae misier last mght L
urged Mi odlair to answer com; ?
bensively the allegations

The mime minster stapas to
lose the trust of 23 per cent ot
people s no WMD are found
drcording to a Shy hews Youbae
poll today, with 60 per cent
sayving the controversy we oL
mfluence therr vote at the o
genaial eleciion
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