S

purce ‘was senior Iraqi

Whitehall officials reveal information used 1n government dossier came from British intelligence’s ‘mole” on active service in Saddam’s regime

By lames Btz and Mark Huband

A senior Tiag efficer on active
service within the emaotry's mih
Lary provided British intelhgente
last Awgust with the information
that Irag could fire chemucal or
hwlegical warheads within 45
minutes of Saddam Hussen gv-
ing the order according to senior
Whutehall officials

The clam c¢ontamed 1n the
ZOVETTMENYS gosser on lrag's
weanong of mass destruction, has
beceine the chief tost of wnother
Tinisters “ouped’ the Bnlish

pubhic gver the need ior war

Whitehal' officials in two
departiments sard last night the
evidence of the 45rmminute capa-
bility had ceme fiom a serving
Iraq: offcer with a record fm pro-
wviding rehiable data over years
I ne mformalion was analysed by
Britain's Jomnt Intelligence Com
mittec and mmmediately  distnib-
uted to some cabinet manisters at
the end of August, a few weers
hefore the compilation of the gon
arnment’s Wi dossier

There have been asserions
that mntell.igence dancut the hag

capabihty nad comme wvia the US
from an “unrehable” source, an
Iraq: defecior witn contacts with
the Iragl spposition movemert
The new revelation came as
Tony Blair derued claims that
Dowmng Street had “doctored”
the dossier, published last Sep-
tember, saying the alicgation was
“completely and totallv unirue”
The prime mimsier refused to
bow to calls from the Conserva-
tives and Liceral Demoerats for
an ndependent judicial aquiry
mto the way the government had
presented 1t5 1nteiligence assess-
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ment of Mr Hussein's WMD
before the start of the war How-
ever, Downlng Street mnmcated
that Mr Blair would give evi-
denee {o parliament’s intelligence
and security commiilee, a crose-
pdrty body of MPs which will
conduct an nquury m private,
but make 1t report public
Intethigence sought to find a
secend source for the Informaiion
and was unable Lo do 50 How-
over, the JIC was prepared to rely
gn a single source because the
official was o serior figare 1 Mr
Hus=ewn's regimne, not 4 defector

Although Whitehall officials
vesterdeyv acknowledged that the
claim about a 45 minute capahii-
wy was based on its single
source, they gaid the JIC's dem-
sion to distribute this wforma
tion through official channels
made 1t 1mpossible to argue that
the dossier had been “sexed up”

In the Commons, Mr Blair
bhacked Jobn Reid, the Commons
leader, who had claimed “rogue
elements” 11 the mntelligence ser-
vices were briefing against the
govertunent But Mr Blair saia he
was convinced nobody  waw

s

ivelved from the JIC Whitehall
soutees said they were not cun-
vinced it was somehody working
within Lthe secunty sorvices

Mr Blair remained cgandent
that ¢henucal and hoelogreal
weapons would be found i Iray,
sayving that the Irag Suivey
Group ~ made up of 1400 UK, US
and Australian officials — was
only now startuag ils work
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Was war justified? Discuss online at
www £t com/raqwmd
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