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IRAQ INVESTIGATION

Campbell faces WMD

‘dedgy dossier’ probe

By James Biitz
and Krishna Guha

Alastair Camplell  bas
agreed to ecubmit Lo cross
examunation by g Cominous
comratiter ovel two dosSILrs
or La’s weapons of Thass
destructinn m what
amounied to an embarress
D U-taro by the pimme nnn
wter’s meds chief

jsowninyg Street sz M
Campb 4l beuw reversed his
deetsaon, arneunced only
lust week, aot to appear
hefore the forewwn affars
select commilttee iLyesilca
ung  the  goverpment’s
matives for publishing the
dossiers 1n the months lead-
g up to e Irag war

Explaumnag the abont tn,
Downing Street (ied a letier
tyor Jack Straw, the forewgn
serretary, to the comunties,
which states thot My Camn
bell will want 1e deny allega-
tions that the second aossier
- hnown as the “dodgy dos
gor” and publshed 1m Feb
ruery - Wwas pridoced by
four peowd, three of whor
worked for Pun al No g

“M1 Coagpbell wil wani to
tell the computtos that thas
was not the case and would
hks to eapldin the bath
ground, Mr Straw wrote

[’:\J the letiel
He stated thet Mi Gamp
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bell *has wanted to appear
bhefore the tommittee” all
alonyg, but that {he govern
ment had iong heen opposed
to manistenal special advis-
crs appearing before select
commuitees But Mr Stuaw
sd My Campbell's appear-
anee tomorrow would not set
a precedant because he was
charrman of the cross ds-

Alastair Campbell
had wanted to
appear before the
committee all along,
Jack Straw stated

partmental Irag cemmunl-
cations group and thus had
already appeared before a
comuntiee

Joha Meples, o Cunsorva-
tive member of the commit-
tee  was pleased with the
tnange ‘I tmnk without the
presence of Alastarr Camp-
boll and s evidende, i was
gong to he extremely dufh
cult tn wet to the bottom of
several of these aliagations,”
he told REC radie “His fin
gorprints have beer all over
the sa-called dodgy dossier ™
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But Mr Maples wmdiated
that much of the eomymt-
tee’s guestioning was LRKely
ta tocus on the first dossier
published by the govern-
ment last Sentember and
outiiming mteiligence evi-
dence on Mr Hussem's
WMD  Ie sad witnesses
appearing before the com-
mttee last werk allered that
Mr Campbell nad reguested
changes fo this dessier to
make 1 alore newswnrtny

The role of speclal advis-
ers an government also tiew
critictsm from a Whitehall
watthdog Lesterday

The reernutment of outzud
ers - ancluding known
TLabour party supporteis - to
gensitive opliicial posthons
could undermine the impur-
nality of the vl servwee, it
was clamed

In her annual report, Bar
nness Prashar, the semor
Ol Service Comnussioner,
said there were good ieasons
for bnnging neople with pro
fessional eXpOoriendce  inwe
government »emniue

But ~he noced that there
wos a ‘real concern” inat
not enough attenbion was
heing pad to the impact thos
was having on the wvil ser-
vice ethos

Baroness Prashar sard “At
a time of thange there 1s a
pecd more than ever to

ensuie that core values are
not eroded ”

Although Baroness Proas-
har dud net refer to mdvidu-
als, her commments will tocus
fresh attention on appoint-
ments 1o press othees

Since Labour came to
power n 1997 a stung of
tahour supporting Journal-
1ets and acfiviats have been
appomted to somor positions
i the government LoMmImum-
cations service - nciuding
John Williams, head of com-
munications at the foreym
office, Sheree Dodd, head of
communications at  the
Nopartment of Trade and
Industry and DJ Collins,
head of press at the educa-
tion department

While thewr sxpertise 1s
widely achnowledged, the
appemntments rémain contro-
versial

In a separaie submisslon
Heroness Prashdr sad minis-
rers should stop using spe
cial advisers to give offthe
record press briefings

She werned that public
trust was undermned when
the gorsinment was seen (o
bhe pulling out uinrmation
{ur party political purposes

she called for the govern-
niealt to put mare effort 1nito
strencthenmg the vl ser-
LICC {OINMunicaliong service
mnstead
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