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Alastarr Campbell has
agreed to ~ubrnit to crass
axamloatloi. In a Cominons
e[II7LTu7iteP over t,'.o dOSS1brS

or _uq'v weapons of ula6a

destrucumn in what
aatountcd [n an embarrzss-
~nF C-Wl In I,,; the PI1111- ran
1Ster'S nlefha Chlef
Iln,snin; Street sa,.. lti

Cnmph 'it bo,t revelsvd hl,
d_" crs,on, ann~~unced arlv
last w~el., net to appear
befote tha foupiII'll affairs
select comnllttee lLvesit;-a
tlng III e governmeut's
motive, for puulnhlng the
desstere m Il :,, months lead-
mg up to tns lrny uar
C¢ple¢n,rg the about turn,

Dnw:ang Street ( ried a Ictter
troru Jack strav� the teretgtt
wclet:.,ry, to the comnntiee,
whlch state, th .-t My Camn
bell taill want to ; deny allega-
tluns that the second dosster
- lmown an thc "dodgy flos
slor" and published m Feb

s ru,.r) - m as produced In,
-y four peo,,r, three of w}lorl
fi. ttmked "o, l'lm at -No, 30

"hll Cnmpb°h wld wani to
`-!T teD fill, comm,ttru th d thla
"~ w"1s not th-" ca,e and woI,ld

]76^ to e,pl,u:l tho b,,( S
~ground, Vr Straw vlUtII In

0
thw lert'l

) I'loo tltud tll?t Nit ('nup

"

ces

N AT I ON A L *EIVS

0 9ssier probe
bell "has wanted to appear
befoce the committee" all
al~ng, but that the govern
m°rt hid long been opposed
to ministerial special advis-
erc appearm.g before select
conrnnttees But 1Vlr Stlaa
sald MY Campbell's appear-
anae to¢lorrow would not set
,I precedent becau,p he was
ehairman of the cross de-

AVastair Campbell
had wanted to

appear before the
committee a!( atongD,
Jack Straw stated

partmental Iraqi commum-
<a'ions group and thus had
already appeared before a
cerni7nttUe
dolln Maple", a Conserve-

five [nember of the comnnt-
tea was plF+ased will] th'.
cnange "f tniqk without the
plesence of Alastatr Canl,r
bell am : h,s evidence, it v.as
golnp to be extromelv d.ffl
cult to r;et to the bottom of
Betelat of these ahegahons,"
he tnld F15C radio "llis fin
gcrpnrts lra:e beer all over
the so-called dodgy doesiel "

But Mr Maples mdrcated
that nluch ef the commit-
tee's questroumg was hlcclg
to focus oil the first du5sler
published hy the go,,ern-
ment last SoptomheI and
outlining intelligence evr
dence on NIr .{usseln's
WVID flu sa,d wltnessee
appearing befolr the com-
nnttee last we,k alleged that
Mr C'rnlphell real requ-ted
changes to this dossml te
make i: alore nevwsw<lrtnr

'ehe role ot special advm-
ers in government also dtcot
ccltmism from a SVhrirhall
vvau.hdog ,esterqay
The rcerultment of outstd

crs - Including known
Labour party supporters - to
sensltlve ofllcial positlons
oolild undermma the lmpsr-
ttaltty of thr c.UVfl selvtce, it
wa5 ualrned

fit her annual report, Bar
"mess Flashar, V,e senior
Civil Sevtce Cnrunimsloner,
said thcre wele good lea,ons
for bringing Ipuple with pro
fesslonal exporlence lnto
governmeut +ertlc,e

plot ,hp aucrd that there
w.s a `real oonrer-n" that
not enoudh attention w.!:
being liald to the impact th,g
uas having on the c,vll ser-
vtoe etho,
BaIOness FF,1ShJr 131d "At

a tlrte of (hangs thcrc ls a
need more than ever to

ensure that core values are
not eroded "
Although Uarone,s Pras-

har d,d not refer to individu-
al,, her comments will focus
fresh attention un appoint,
771ents to press offices

Since l,abour came to
power m 1997 a stung of
t.ahour supportmY ]ourllal-
iets and actcvtats have been
appointed to senior poisituryos
in chc govcrnmernt commune-
cations scrvlce - Including
John tTS',lhams, head of com-
nrunrcattons at the forelRn
ofttce, Sheree Dodd, head of
communrcatluns at the
llepartnient if Trade arid
IndustrV and DJ Collins,
head of ptess at the educa-
t:on department
Wol)e their expertise is

wldely ac}.nowledged, the
appointments remain control-
t e-slal

In a sepal lie subryusbion
Beronesb Prashar said mirus-
ters ~hould vtop uaing spe

ctal advisers to grve off-thn
record press bneftngs '
She ts~rned that public

ttust wa5 undcrmlned when
61e gor.ettnnent was seen to
the putting out ulfnrmatton
lot pittv political purposes
She called for the govern-

nn-at to put more effort into
strencfhetnr.g the orvil ser
vlee camnluntcatlons service
instead
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High profile Alastav Campbell's U-turn means he will face a Commons committee tomorrow P


