C.mipbel:

presses D7 e Qoo
!BBC to 3 i
apologise

over claim

|
By James 8litz
’ and Tim Burt

Alastayy Campbell Dowming

Street s head of communica-

sions  vesterday intensiired

prassure on Lhe BAC to apol-
agise Ov0r is elanm that he
nad “sexed up” a dossier on

Irag’s weapons of mass

destruction, demanding
( mmediate  answeis 0 a

seres ot guestiens on the
' 18sle

Amud signs that the row
| was tarmng into the worst
Fda:.;mte hetweon Downing
Strerr and the BBC m
decades, Mr Campbell wrote
to Richard Sambraok, the
director of BBC News and
Curreni Affaurs, hitfing oul
at what he called *the BI3C s
tefusal ever Lo apologise’
when 1L made a enstake

In his letter, Mu Campbell
demanded to know whether
the BBC was standing bv its
allegation that  he  had
msertud mio the daosster {he
clavn Lbhat Saddar Hussemn
was capable of Hirme chem
cal and Mmologieal weapons
within 45 mmmnutes of giving
an order

Lasting 12 questions for M
Sambrock to answer “by the
end of the dav”, he also
ashed whoether the BBC was
standing by 1ts allegation
that the dossier was chanped
“aganst the wishes ob the
mtelligencr agencies”

Last night, the BBC repu
dated My Camphell’s allega-
tions B Sambrook saxd
"We stand by ow entire
storv In my experience, this
15 an unprecedented level of
pressure on {he BRC from
Nowning Strect The BBC
will respoud propeily to
tuese matler-, but net to a
deadline dwtated by Mr

I Camphall
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