
Question time : John Reid, the health secreta:y, has challenged the BBC to state whether it believes Its WMDdossier story to be tru

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

I Read seeks BBC statement on dossier claims
; By James Kill
'i andTimBurt

Jo'in Rcid the h-a!th
I aeeetar% , has presced home
I the government , attack on
~ a B3C teport alleging that
I Downing Str.".et embellished
~ a oosster on eraqs sseapons
~ ottnassdestsu<t,on in inert
~ mg the corporetmn to state
I puhhclv ~Ahehcr it tilt

m~.es t!ie story to ov true
4. toe low between oossn

I

tbe!

ns Street and tile BBC
I showod no s,gal of abatmg
; vasterdav NIr Re:d argued

thet No 10 added -uforma-
tion to the dossier suggest-
ing Saddari liussmn (ould
taueclt ~ecapons at mass
dc,truct.Gon v,tthtn 45 mtn-
uta, of i,nvmg an order

Instead, Mt Reid said the
B8C must go .°arthei and
;tate (ategorcaily that it
belte~es the subatance of the
ltorv to be true

'What ve need front the
BBC is a snnple ctatemenT."
lie said "Do rhe_ [the BBCI
bel.wn these allegations to
be tiuc' 7 tre>'se bo,n broad-
cast fat a month now '

m.nutc claim - broadcast on
BBC Radio's ',, odau pro
gramme ml May 29 was
credible and well-placed
M, Sambrook said the

source had suggested that
the 45 minute detail came
from an Iraqi official miO
irnderhned this has now
Deco confirmed b~ the gov-
crnmcnt The source had
also claimed that the 45 -
minute Information was
.nselted late into the dossier,
and gavernment eom;r.ents
has e also continued this
Rut Mr Sambrook din not

clami was correct "The real
question for thr HBC is were
we light to tcport what pe
arttallv said when we ~aid
it,' Mt Sambrook said "Wo
belie~e the arnswcr n Yes °
7'he Commons all party

tormKn affairs select commit-
tee will this week fmaliee it,
verdtct on whether the Ko\
elnment mc.orrectly handled

b sster, publishedthe WID dr,~
III Septeinher, an(] a briefing
papet piibltshed last Febru-
ar y
The Committee may

admonish Alacfau .^,nmnhrll

hLely to exonetatu Mr camp- ~ 1
hr6 nn the 45mtnute rlaim ~ ~
One Tory committee meiu- I
bci said last night "Andrew t
GiIligan [the 138C )epotturj 1
was a solid wutness slid lie I
cieas!y had a Food source m ~ s
the intelligence agene res t
But Carophell is In the clear
on the a( cusation that he
aaded the ?5 tutaute stuff to i I
the dossial 0- Inserted it into
the eaecutnr summart "
The (311C has held out the I

prospect of Independent, arbt- I
tsatton in the separat- dis I
bill . herween Mr (h!hean


