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Questmn time: John Reid, the health secretary, has chai!enged the BBC to state whether it belteves its WMD dossrer stary to be true

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

Reid seeks BBC statement on dossier claims

By James Blitz
ahd Tim Burt

John Rewd  the hea!th
secretary, has preseed home
the government 5 attackh on
a BBC icport alleging that
Downmg Siraet cmbellished
4 aoss1er on Irag s weapons
of mass destruction my nvet
mg the corporetion to statd
puthely whether 3t shilt
trelieves the story to ve true

As the 1ow between Down
e Street and the BBRO
showed no sz of abating
vesterdav Mr Retd argued

thet No 10 added .nforma-
fion to Lhe dossier sugeest-
ng Saddam Hussemn could
EUNCH weapons of madss
dexiruction within 45 min-
utes of mving an order

Instead, Mz Reid sad ihe
BBC must go farther and
state tategorically that 1t
believes the sudstance of the
storv to be true

‘What we need from the
BBC 15 4 sunple statement,”
he caid "Do they {the BBC)
helinve these allegations to
be true? They ve been broad-
cast for a month now *

munute claim - breadeast sn
BBC Radio’s Todaw pro
gramme 0on May 29 Wash
credible and wellplaced

Mr Bambrook said the
source ndd sugpgested that
the 45 minute detarl came
from an lraq ofthielal and
underbned this has now
neen confirmed 1y the gov-
ernment  The source had
awso clavmed that the 45-
mioute mmformation was
ansetted late into the dossier,
and government cominents
have also confirmed this

But Mr Sambrook dia not

cldmm wag correct “The real
question fur the BBC 18 were
we rght te report what we
actaally sad when we waid
i, " Mp Sambrook saxd “We
believe Lhe answer 1s Yeg ”

The Commons all party
furmgn affairs select comnut-
tee will this week finalise 1ty
verdicl on whether the gon
e1ninent meorrectly handled
the WMD dossier, published
m September, And a briefing
paper published last Febru-
ary

The <(ommittee may
admonich Alastan Camrbell

BBC

Ithely 10 exonerate Mr Camp-
belr on the 45 mnute claim
One Tory committes mem-
ber said last mght “Andrew
Gilligan [the BBC repo:ter]
was 4 solid witniess and he
ciearly had a goeod source
the 1intelligence agoencies
But Campbell 15 i the clear
on the accusation that he
added the 45 miaute stuffl to
the dossiet o. mmserted it into
the ewecutive summars
The BIC has held out the
prospect of independent arbi-
t¥ation 1n the separate dis
pite herween Mr (ihiean
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