”

back down In
row over Iraq

Governors set broadcaster on collision course with government over bias claim

By Tim Burt and Jean Eaglesham

The BEC last night set iiself on a
collision course with the govern-
mont by rejecting Pownimg Street”
allegations of ias in the broad-
caster’s covetage of the Irag war

The BBC hoard ot governors,
after a twa and a half hour emer-
geney meeling, called on Alastar
Campbell, the prime muster's
commmunicat,ons  direcior, to
withdraw acousations that the
corporalion waitly accused the
govinment of ‘sexing up” the
case for war '

In a statement, descithed by
one governo a- “about as far
from an apology as 1t's possible
to gel”, the governors snid “The
BRC's overall coverage of the
wiit, aid tha pohtical 1ssues sur
rounding 11, has been entirely
mmpallial ”

Tony Blaw, however, 1s conh
dent that o Commpns mouiry
teport today wi1ll partly vindicate
Downinug Strect and mamtain
pressure on i BBC for suggoest
g thal the mtellipenoe =01 viees
were uneasy  about (lmms that
Irag could launch weapons of
mass  destruciion  wilinn 45
ininutes Of an 1Mmvasion

was " as serrous an attack on my
miegrity as ihere could possibly
he”

The BBC's 12 governols, how-
ever, endorsed the corporation’s
coverage after bhrelings from
Greg Dyke, dinector general, and
Richard Sambrook, head of News

M1 Dyke told governois that
Downing Sticet was threatening
the BRC's 1ndependence and
could put 1ts public service char-
ter at risk A colleague sand
“Greg’s position 15 that unless we
tage lhese Kind of stamds the
chatter 1s nol worth anything ”

Bowning Stieet last night
¢Jaimed the RBC had faled to
address lhe central 1ssue pver
sa-called  “dodgy  dossiers”,
adding 1t was “saddened that the
BB continues 1o defend the
indefensible”

Today's repott by the Com
mons foreign aftairs commiilee 18
unlikely to setile the row  The
MPs are expected to say thete s
noe cevidenee to shoew that Mr
Campbell ordered the imchision
ol the "45-nunute claun™ 1n a
government dosster 1ssued 1n
September

I3ut the acport will not entirely
bhack the sovernment’s Tinn

the mquary lacked sufficient evi-
dence to make a dehmitive judg
ment an BBC claims The MPs
are also expecled to lambasl
Downing Stieet over the second
Ccodgy dossier” it 1ssued m Feb-
ruary, yuoting, with approval,
the admission by Jack Straw the
forelgn secretary, that the gov-
crnmenl made a  “complete
Horlicks™ of 1t

Downmg Street said vesterday
“We will continue Lo press fo1 the
BBC 1o rccogmise whatl s
patently obvious - thele 13 no
eyilence to support thew clanns ”

The prime mnmister 15 talang a
hardline stance m 4 week
designed to relaunch the govern-
ment afler a tew months that be
admils were “a bit ragged”

The BBC wged Mr Campbicell to
withdraw bias clams Bud govor-
nors admitted the Todoy pio-
gramine should have kept better
records of deabigs wiln the Min-
1stry of Deteare

The government, meanwhile,
msisted 1 would not use s
power to deade the BROCs future
fundims when the charter expires
1 2006 1o foree an apologs
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