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Split Commdchs committ® serves
up another ‘complete Horlicks’

At sides can drink as
much, or as hittle, of
the WMD dossier
report as they want,
says James Blitz

Jack ftiaw  ine foreipn
sefretary, recently deecribed
the “dodgy dossier’ com-
nited by Dowmng Street on
iraq’s weapons of mass
destruciion ag Yo complete
Horlwks” 1ne same phrase
would serve cqually well to
drscrihe yvesteraay's long-
awaited report frem the
Commons foreign affairs
select wommitiee on the gov-
eroment's derision to go {o
war with Saddam Hussen

For the past few werks the
11 membris of the cross-
party committes lew by Lon
ald Andersen, have grappled
vith one of the most ynpor-
tant questions that has faced
4 Brtish government mn
yeais But large chunks of
their evigente and judg
ments were leaked hefore
peblcation And on some ol
the most sensitive 1ssues —
meiuduag the guestion of
whether to publish the
report of all the commattee
failed to reach consensus
and aphit along parly politi
el lines

The resnif 15 tndi vpester
dasv » 1epott amounters 1o oA
tap of Horlicks fom which
the yovernment  the BRC
a1d the mtelhgenes services
ol dimk das puach, or ds
rtile as they wanted

Alastalr Camphell, the
prime minister's media chiel,
declated Lhal tne BRBC's ©43
nnutes’  abiegation  had
becr judged “untrue” The
BBC i owurn could olam
that the vomimitiee only
carme to this verdict after a
party pehitieal spht

Rubm Cook, whe resigned
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apolauded tne patt of the
report that warned there
woutd rontinue to be “nis
aquietl ard unease” aoaut the
beatember dossier until
WMDs were found m hag
Veanw e the Tube 3l Dem
oerats could argue that onls
an ndependert judicidl
maquiry could debver a
coherent juagment

Reneath all the sprnmng
and parny pobtical manosu-
wring, the report ended up
being more ortical than
Dowping Street had antici-
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Donald Anderson, chairman of the Con;mons foreign affa

Campbel) to cheir « meetng
on 1n intelligence matter,
the September gosswer was
tiere assertive  than an
mteiligence document
zhould be, and the govein-
ment’s defence of the ctam
that Iraq imported warum
from Africa was "very odd”

And then there .3 the great
1ow between Mr Camphell
and tne BBRC 1t sl
appeared deadlocked dast
mght - but Mr Blair < spin
melster nowW seems willing to
Iel 1t run into the sands
Thera 12 1ust enough lar-

cuafe I the report to let
T claim vindioation Bul a
poll i the Mail on Sanday
points fo the nsk fo Lown
g Street Jf he fights on
Asked whether they trusted
Mr Campbell te tell the
truth 16 per cent of wotms
sard “Yes”  Asked whether
thiey trustod the BBOC to zell
the tuth a4 respunding 68
per cent answered m the
affirmatine  Downing Strest
knows the battle with the
Bech 1w one 1t cannot win 1n
the e1es of the eloctorate

f! that batile 15 about to

VS

irs comnuttee that delivered a rap on the knuckles to Downing Street, but no body blow

fade, two others remaln
First — as the 1 eport warns ~
the wgovernment wiil be
under pressure over W MIS
as long as ihe US and UK
faal to find anv evidence an
the ground Second, there s
ny chanece of respite o Lne
question of the vigins of the
wdar while the siiuaiicn m
Iraey remains unstable

I''ns has been a4 bruising
affarr for all the institutions
mvolved  Downing Sireet
has come umder attack lor
the way 1t ruas the ntelh-
gence services The BBC has

Rauters

boen stvutinised over ats
journabist » proceduies Ana
it 15 not much hetter for the
foreign atfairs select commit
tee For w»nars MPs have
complaimed that parhament
musl be allowed to hold Mr
Blait's  governoment e
account When the prune
minister appears before a
junt meeting of all of parha
ment’s  select commitiec
chuefs this monung, he could
be furgiien for weondering
whether his nqusitors are
little more than party pohtl-
tal hachs



