IRAQ DOSSIER

MoD claims to have
identified BBC source

By James Blitz and Trm Burt

The feud belween +the
government and the BEC
recpened last mighi when the
Ministry of Defence claimed
i had wentified the poten-
tial scurce for the Today
programme’s allegation that
Deowmmng Street “docloird” &
deossier on Iraql weapons

In a move designed to put
renewed pressure on the
BBC, the MoD said one of 1ts
officials had admilted to dis-
tissing the dessier with
Andrew Gilhigan, defence
correspondent for the Todoy
programme, at an “unau-
thorised ' meeting at a lon
don holel

According to the Mo, the
meeting took place one week
bofme Mt Gilligan broadeast
a 1eport on May 29, i which
he guoled an unnamed offi-
aat stating thai Downing
Street had added matenal te
last September’s  dossier
agamst the advice of mtelll-
gence chiefs

The MoD sarl  the
unnamed figuate was not
“one of the senior ofticialn m
charge of drawing up the
dossier ' as Mr  Gilhigan
clavmed 1 the programme
Noi did the olficial make

any allegation during the
meeting  about the 10le
played by Alastair Campbell,
Tony RBlairs media chief, in
compmling the dossie:

The BBC rejected the gov-
ernment’s cianm last night
that the person cited by the
MoD could be Mr Gilligan's
source The BBC sad “Mr
Gilhigan's source does not
work 1n the Mimistiy of
Defence ™ it also said Mr Gal-
hean had known the saurce
for a number of years and
not “months” as stated by
the Mol}

Geofl Haon the defence
sevretary, last mght wiote to
Gavyn Davies, the RBBC
chatnman, saying he would
disclose the adentity of the
MoD official 11 the corpora-
tfton confumed he was the
sonice of M Gilligan's story
Mr Davies 1ejected the offer,
believing 1t amounted to a
trap to iry to damape the
name of the BBC

I was unclear last mght
why the BBC could not cate
gotically 1ule out that the
affic.al ciied by the Mol) was
the source of Mr Gilligan’s
siory

The BBC sad “We note
that the Mol staiemment says
that “we dn not know

whether this offictal 1 Mr
(Glligan’s spurce’ Neither do
we "

But Mr (albgan told the
Commons' forelgn atffairs
selecl commiitee on June 19
that he had a “specific
source for thus specific story
which 15 a single source”

The Mol), meanwhile, 1s
able {o speaficalty identify
an mdividual wha inet Mr
Giihgan 1n a London hotel
on May 22.

Mi Gilligan told the com-
mittee he had four sources
on the broad WM story,
Lt he only discussed the
September dossier with one
of them

Alr (hihipan said one of the
sources spoke to him abonot
the link being pade by the
prinye minisler between Sad
dam Hussein and a)-Qacda

A second spoke about the
“dodgy dessicr™ and a thnd
Wwas someon: who came for
watd after the May 29 broad
cast

The other person was ‘the
source of this story”

The row over Mr (hlhigan's
story coantinues 1o be the
worsl  dispute  betwecen
Ilowning Sireet and the
puhlicly funded broadeaster
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