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MoD claims to have
identified BBC source
ByJames Blitz andTimBurt any allegation during thc

tneetmg about the iole
The feud between the played by Alastair Campbell,
government and the BBC Tony I31alr's media chalf, in
reopened last night when the compiling the dossie:
Ministry of Defence clalmed The I3I3C rc,lec,ted the gov-
tt had identified the poten- einment's claun last night
tial source for the Today that the person cited by the
progr,arm)e's allegation that MoD could be Mr Gtlhgan's
Downing Stteet "doctoied" a sourev The BBC said "Mr
dossier on Iraqi weapons Gtlltgan's sourre does not

In a move designed to put work m the httmstry of
renewed pressure on the Defence " It also said '.1r Gil-
BBC, the MoD said one of its bean had known tile cource
officials had admdted to dts- to) a number of years and
rnssmg the dossier with not "months" as stated by
Andrew Gr]hgan, defence the MoD
correspondent fer the Today Geoff Boon the defence
ptogranune, at au "unau- secretary, last night wrote to
[hot sed' meeting at a 1,011 Gavyn Dav)es, the BBC
don holel chauman, saying lie would
Accotdmg to the MoD, the disclose the identity of tha

mcettng took place one week tyfoU official it the corpora-
bcfme \7t Gilltgan broadcast tron contnTined lie ",a, the
a teport on May 29, )n which soatce of Alt GIIhgan'e sto-y
lie quoted an unwound offi- Nit Davres idected the offer,
coal stating that Downing believing it aniounted to it
Street had added matenal to ttap to try to damage tile

i last Septambet's do,sier name of the 1313C
agamzt the advice, of intolh- It was unclear last night
gence chief why the BBC could not eate
The MoD caid the

unnamed figuie was not
"one of the ,cuot oftictals m
charge ef diawing up (lie
dossici' as Mr Gilhgarn
clatmod In the piouanvnc
Not did the olficial make

whether this official is Mr
Grlhgan's sent ce' Neither (to
we"
Nut N1r Gilhgan told the

Commons' foreign affairs
selert committee on June 19
that he hall a "specific
source for this specific story
which is a single source"
The MoD, meanwhile, is

able to specifically identify
an individual who met Mr
Gill)gan m a London hotel
on May 22-
sh G)Il)gan told the conl-7

mtttee he had four sources
on the broad WMD story,
but he only discussed the
Septcmber dossnn with one
of them

All Gtlltgan satd one of the
sournes q)okc to him about
the link hemt; made by thc
prune munster between Sad
dam flusseun and al-Qaeda
A second spoke about the

"dodgy dossmi" and a Wild
slas someone who came for
v+ .iid after the Alay 29 bleat
cast
The other person was 'the

goucalJ} tulc out that the sourcc of till, story"
off( .al ell ell by the Abel) was 'too row o% et Mr Gilhgan's
the aotnce of N71 Gtlltgan's story colAiiulcs to be tile
51ory em,t dtsputo between

']'lie JEW s.ud 'We note Do,vmng Street and the
that the ~ioD statement says puhhcly funded broadcaster
that 'we dn no-, know in 6(,(,idos

dir,


