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Dossier
row is a
question
of trust
Downing Stieet is not giving
up It will not surrender in
the fight with the BBC over
allegations that the prime
manster's staff doctor ed last
September's dossier on hurt's
weapons of mass
'destruction The public tire
bored by it NII's complain
that the real issue - why the
coalition has notfound
Iraq's weapons of mass
destt ucUon - is sidelined
But :11r Blatr knows this
BBC row runs to the heart of
the question of whether
people trust New Labou,
At the centre of attention

is Andrew Cilhgatt, defence
correspondent for the Today
piogramme On iVlay 29, the
sarne day that Tony 131atr
was paying a one-day visit to
British troops in Basra. lie
broadcast that an unnamed
official told him the
September dossier `was
ttansformed in the week
before it was published to
make it sexier"
The unnamed official said

. . .the classic. examplewas
the statement that weapons
of mass destruction wete
reidy for use within 45
minutes " Mr Gilligan told
listeners in )its own words
th .tt "the ttansfm matron
took place at the behest
of DownmgSttret" In a
Mid on Sunday article, lie
lairr reported ihat the
o1f)(ml who mad, the
oh .mGe was Alastau
Campbell, Vh Blan's media
ch :ef
Mt Campbell ~ays the

spot y )s a he The B15C
retoi Ls that il stands by Ah
Gilhga~ia iepot ting of his
sour,ce, so Do%airng street Is
eeekorg to esLabhsh the



,tcutay,'he go~ci `ltrcttt
;a~ ~ the HBC the name of an
olftc,al who met \Ir Gilligan
at a central London hotel an
NIA 22 This may mell ha%p
been -NIr Gilltgan's ~outce
'the Daily Telegraph
teported yesterday that the
BBC had privately confirmed
that tiiav 22 was the same

I day on which Slr Gilligan
met what he recently called

~ the "spec fic source for this
specific story, which is

I single source"
But the government says

this official is not "one of file
senior officials m charge of
drawing up the dossier" as
bir Gilligan reported And
the official has stated that
he made no comment at the
May 22 meeting about the
role played by Me Campbell
])owning Street is not

iminicerd, Serious questions
have been tatsed about a
claim m the September
dossier that Iraq was seeking
to import uranium from
Africa Me Blair's officials
tyre happy toYalk about the -
BBC row, but when asked
about the uranium claim
they stonewall, refusing to
reveal the ififtirmation on
whiCh it is based
The Gilligan story cannot

be ignored lain Duncan
Smith is turning "tiuqt in
Blan° into a core political
issue fm the _next election
(") ou cannot believe a single
word lie says") Mt Gilhgan's
story croded a lot of trust

Inside the BBC, people
know whether the idrmstry
of Defence official and Mr
Gilltgan's unnamed source
are oneand the same pet son
And they will know lit
their consrtnnces anyway -
whether it was rugbt for this

I story to undermine Mr Blatr
1 in the way it did


