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Dossier
row 18 a
question
of trust

Downung Stteet 18 not g1ving
up 1t will not surrender in
the fizht with the BBC over
allegations that the prime
mimster's staff doclored last
September’s dosster on haq's
weanons of mass
“destruction The public are
bored by 1t MPs complain
that the real 1ssue — why the
coahition has nol found
Iraq’s weapons of mass
destiiction — 18 sidelined
But Mr Blair knows this
BBC row runs to the heart of
the guestion of whether
people trust New Labow,

At the centre of attention
15 Androew Gilhgan, defence
correspandent for the Today
programme On May 29, the
same day that Tony Blax
was paying a one-day visit to
British troops 1n Basra, he
broadcast that an unnamed
official teld hum the
September dossier ‘was
tiansformed in the week
before 1t was published to
make 1t sexier”

The unnamed offical said
“The classic example was
the stalemeni that weapons
of mass destruction weie
ready for use within 45
mnates ” Mr Gilligan told
Listeners 1n hus own words
that “the transformatwon
took place at the behest
of Downing Stiret” Ina
Mail on Sunday article, he
later reported that the
olfaal whoe made the
change was Alaslan
Campbell, Mr Blaur's medha
chief

Mr Camphbell says the
stoiy s a he The BHC
retorls that 1l stands by M
(nlligan’s 1eporting of his
source, 80 Dovning Street 1s
seeking to establish the

N || 0040

5



e o gl
“aosterday, the gover mrent
zat: the HBC the name of an
olficral whe met My Grlhigan
at 4 ceniral London hotel on
Ndy 22 This moav well have
been Mr Gilbgan's -ource
The Daily Telegraph
1eparted vesterday that the
BB had prwately confirmed
* that May 22 was the same
day on which Mr Gilligan
met what he recently called
the “specific source for this
specific story, which 1
single-sourece”

But the govermment says
this official 18 not “one of the
semor officials in charge of
drawing up the dossier” as
Mr Galhigan reported And
the official has stated that
he mmade no comment at the
May 22 meeting about the
role plaved by Mr Campbell

Downing Street 15 not
mnocent Senous guestions
have been rased about a
elaun 1in the September
(ossier 1that Irag was seeling
to import uranium from
Africa Mr Blair's officidls
are happy tatalk about the -
BBEC row, but when asked
abotit the uranium claim
they stonewall, refusing Lo
revea] the mlormation on
which 1t 15 hased

The (alligan story cannot
be imnored Iam Duncan
Smith s turning “tiust n
Blaw™ mnto a core pobtical
1ssue fo1 the next election
("you cannot belhicve a single
word he says”™y M1 Golligan’s
story eroded a lot of trust

Inside the BBC, people
know whether the Mimistry
of Defence official and Mr
CGilhigan's unnamed source
arc one and the same person
And they will know 1
their consclences anyway —
whether 1t wag right for thas
story to undermine Mr Blair
1 the way 1t dad
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