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Dear Geof,
. I am ncw in @ position ic respond 10 your letier of 2 vuly

As vou know, | gsked Stephen Whittle. Controlier, Editonal Policy, to look &t
what rappened on the night of May 28" The Tooay programme team again
made ciear to him that it 1s their belief that atl ieast threg ¢alis were made to
MOPD press officers They believe that between them those cells coverec
sufficiently both the ellegations made by the source ebout WMD, as well a5 the
extension of the bid for the inlerview with Agam ingram However, we
scknowledge that 1t would have been better i our Jogs about this were more
specific s there 1s a clear canflict over exactly what was saic

Your own zccount recocnises that the bid was extended, but oddly does not
mclude the confirmation at your end that the Minister would appear. In any
event, it is clear from the programme that Adam ingram was well briefed on the
points  Nc one complainea zt the tme that he had been bouncec

As you will know, the BBC Governors have tzken the view “that the Tooay
pregremme should have kept & clearer account of its dealings with the Mirustry
of Detence on this story and could have also asked the No 10 Press Office for ¢
response prior 10 broedcasting the story. However, we note that trm
government denigis of the story were brcadeest on the Today Programmie
within 80 minutes of the cniginal broadeast by Andrew Gilligan, and these were
foliowee scon sher on the same programme by egually firm denisls by ¢

detence minster’

We can only apologise tor any misunderstanding that may have occurred i the
bidding presess and have taken sleps to tighten our procedures for the future

We have elways enjcyea excellent relations with the MOD press office and
hope we will continue to go sc
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