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| understand that the Clerk has asked whether | would be content for Dr David
Kelly to appear before the ISC on Tuesday 15 July at 1230 for about 45
minutes to give evidence about his meeting with Andrew Gilligan on 22 May.

As the Ministry of Defence indicated in the statement it issued on Tuesday 8

July, there are no objections to Dr Kelly appearing.

| should point out that it is unusual for an MQD official of Dr Kelly's grade to
appear as principal witness before the ISC. Given the exceptional
circumstances, | am content for Dr Kelly to appear but | would not regard this
as setting a precedent. | presume that Or Kelly will be questioned only on

. those matters which are directly relevant to the claims made by Andrew
Gilligan, and not on the wider issue of Iragi WMD and the prepacation of the
Dossier on which you have aiready arranged to take evidence from a range of

more senior and qualified witnesses. Dr Kelly was not involved in the process
of drawing up the intelligence parts of the Dossier.
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MOD STATEMENT

An individual working in the MOD has come forward o volunteer that he met Andrew
Gilligan of the BBC on May 22. It was an unauthorised meeting. it fook place one week
before Mr Gilligan broadcast allegations against the Government about the WMD dossier

on the Today programme.

The person who has come forward has volunteered that he has known Mr Gilligan for
some months. He says thal he met Mr Gilligan in a central London hotel at Mr Gilligan's
request. During the conversation Mr Gilligan raised the tragi WMD programme, including
the "45 minutes” issue. The official says that Mr Gilligan also raised the issue of Alastair

Campbell.

The individual is an exper on WMD who has advised ministers on WMD and whose
contribution to the Dossier of September 2002 was 10 contribute 1owards drafts of historical
accounts of UN inspections. He is not “one of the sentor officials in charge of drawing up
the dossier”. He is not a member of the Intelligence Senices or the Defence Intelligence
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He says that when Mr Gilligan ssked about the rolé of Alesiair Campbell with regard to the
45 minute 1esue, he made no comment and explained that he was not involved in the
process of drawing up the intelligence parts of the Dossier,

He says he made no other comment about Mr Campbell. When Mr Gilligan asked him
why the 45 minute point was in the Dossier, he says he commented that it was “probably
for impact”™. He says he did not see the 45 minule intelligence repoit on which it was

based.

He hzs said that, as an expert in the field, he believes Saddam Hussein possessed WMD.

We do not know whether this official is the single source quoted by Mr Gilligan. Mr Gilligan
told the FAC he had only one source for his story, and {hat the other three sources he
mentioned to the FAC did not 1alk 1o him about the September Dossier, or did so afler the

broadcast.

The MOD, wilh the individual's agreement, intend to give his name to the Chairman of the
Intelligence and Security Commitiee, in confidence, should they wish {o interview him as

patl of their inquiry.
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As | noted above, Dr Kelly will have appeared earlier the same day before the
ISC. T hope that you will bear this in mind and not detain him for longer than
about the same period of {ime indicated by the ISC. As he is not used fo this
degree of public exposure, Dr Kelly has asked if he could be accompanied by
a colleague. MOD officlals will discuss this further with the Clerk.

I should be grateful if you could confirm that you are content to proceed on
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